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Testimonials
Dr. Olivier Barreteau
"In order to achieve
democracy, as a fair and
legitimate distribution of
power among people, there i...

Hanns-J. Neubert

Organisation European Science Journalists Organisation
(EUSJA), France

Function President

Session 4.10 From Response to Responsibility
Session 4.3 Lost in Translation

Hanns-J. Neubert is the President of
the European Union of Science
Journalists’ Associations EUSJA, based
in the premises of Euroscience in
Strasbourg, and Chairman of the Board
of the German Science Writers TELI. He
generates his income as freelance
science journalist and book author
(German and English), but also as
teacher and seminar organiser in
international science journalism, and as
communication consultant to institutions

and companies. At times Neubert serves the European Commission as
expert evaluator regarding the societal impact of scientific project
proposals and for science in society themes. Until  2006 he was member
of the Grand Jury of the European Descartes Prizes for Science
Communication. 
He has about 30 years of experience in science journalism, mainly as a
freelancer, but for 7 years during the 1990s also as press officer in the
German federal research ministry. His special interests are biology,
biotechnology, chemistry, geo and climate sciences, but also general
issues like education, science in society, and participation.
After concluding his studies in biological oceanography in the late 1970s,
he quit science in order to broaden his own knowledge horizon and to tell
people about the world of science. This was facilitated through a renown
scholarship from the Robert-Bosch-Foundation. Internships brought him to
recognised German papers and he ended up in TV, running his own
documentary company between 1985 and 1991.

Hanns-J. Neubert is panel speaker in session 4.3, Lost in Translation
and session 4.10, From response to responsibility.

Hanns-J. Neubert: "In times of information overflow it is most important
that all people are put into the position to gain and acquire knowledge in
learning how to handle and integrate informational bits and pieces.
However, knowledge is not necessarily a ticket for the ability to contribute
to democratic processes, it can even foster authoritarian developments.
Knowledge has to exceed its own borders and lead to literacy -- an
improper translation of the German term “Bildung” -- of all people, which
effectuates passion, sympathy, tolerance and interest, which are
prerequisites of real democracy."
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Drs. Martin van der Gugten cmc
"In my opinion notions of
Democracy and
Knowledge are so strongly
connected  that one could

Hanns-J. Neubert

Public Science Debates

In the run-up of the German parliamentary elections, one of the two German Science Journalists'
associations, the German Science Writers TELI (http://www.teli.de), founding member of the European
Union of Science Journalists' Association EUSJA (http://www.eusja.org), started a public science debate
(http://teli.de/blog/), following a successful model of US authors, film makers and science journalists
(http://www.sciencedebate2008.com). The US science debate has not only changed the priority of research
and science in the Obama administration, but also rose the esteem of science in the US public.

Science and technology are of utmost importance in modern democracies, but seem not to be very
transparent to those who pay for them. Public debates focus on real debates between science, the public
and politicians about the targets of science and decisions made for the progression of science. They shall
facilitate the real participation of the public in democratic societies in scientific issues. The media, i.e. the
science journalists, focus in this case on one of their roles, which is the role of an independent mediator.
Thus the media can contribute to a responsible and not only a responsive participation.

Due to the lack of adequate education on all levels in many, if not most, societies, a democratic process
with regard to participate in shaping the future through participation in scientific issues is still not existing.
However, the free basic science, which is a prerequisite of all further research and technology, is a kind of
democratic process in itself, but restricted to the scientific community. Science debates may introduce some
more transparency into this process and thus build bridges. A challenge remains: To overcome the barriers
of insufficient education.

The current status of the German Science Debate as of end of August will be reported. If successful in
Germany, EUSJA will transfer the tool of science debates to all European states through its national
member associations.
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Public Science Debates

Science does not get enough

Inspiration from Society
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What is a Public Science Debate?

Citizens – the funders of science –
have far too long been on the passive side,

outset PUS monologues,
and pseudo dialogues

! Now they want to get involved

! Want to participate

! Want to have their problems solved
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Things are changing

! Science gets aware of society

! Science gets aware of democracy

! Science wants inspiration

!

! Promising attempts

!

! The German Science Debate 2009
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Role of the Media
in Democratic Societies

! Transporting information

! Delivering knowledge

! Distinguishing between right or wrong

! Critical compagnion, advocate of audience, 
mediator
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Things are changing

! Science gets aware of society

! Science gets aware of democracy

! Science wants inspiration

!

! Promising attempts

!

! The German Science Debate 2009
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Becoming aware

Late Lessons learned from early warnings
European Environmental agency 2002

Renew the social contract for Science
Portuguese EU Presidency 2007

Public Consultation: European Research Area
European Commission 2007
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Things are changing

! Science gets aware of society

! Science gets aware of democracy

! Science wants inspiration

!

! Promising attempts

!

! The German Science Debate 2009
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Promising attempts

Your Voice in Europe
EU Commission‘s web page for public consultations

CIPAST
CItizens PArticipation in Science and Technology

EU-project 2005-2008

Roadmapping Science in Society
European Science Foundation 2009
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Things are changing

! Science gets aware of society

! Science gets aware of democracy

! Science wants inspiration

!

! Promising attempts

!

! The German Science Debate 2009
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German Science Debate 2009

Wissenschaftsdebatte 2009
http://www.wissenschaftsdebatte2009.de

! Example: US-Science Debate 2008

! Started bottom up, out of the box

! No funding, but a lot of voluntary support

! Ideationally supported by all major German 
research organisations and many scientists

! Next step: Targeting politicians

! Dialogue Science & Politics reportable

! Involving the public

http://www.wissenschaftsdebatte2009.de/
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Hanns-J. Neubert

hajo@eusja.org

Freelance Science Journalist & Consultant
www.sciencecom.eu

President of EUSJA
www.eusja.org

Chairman of the Board of TELI
www.teli.de

http://www.teli.de/
mailto:hajo@eusja.org
http://www.sciencecom.eu/
http://www.eusja.org/
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Dr. Peter Stegmaier
"‘Knowledge Democracy’
refers to claims and
projects in science
governance that are being
promoted m...

Hanns-J. Neubert

Promises, promises...

Science communication is a term which came up anew about 10 or 15 years ago when the scientific
institutions and the science politicians were confronted with increasing criticism and recognised that science
and technology did not have the desirable backing by tax payers. But science and technology are of utmost
importance for the development of modern societies.

One of the first modern science communicators was Alexander von Humboldt with his public lectures in the
early 19th century. A first wave of what is called today science communication came up after World War I
when universities introduced their public lectures and industries established their literary departments, as
they were called at that time. But the seed of real communication came never to bloom after authoritarian
systems rose in Europe.

And what is called science communication today has never been communication at all. Regarding scientific
institutions a back channel necessary for real communication did not really exist. Instead, science institutions
produced mainly communiqués highlighting their successes without delivering the background and showing
the scene of the research. Many media-outlets by science institutions are not results, but only promises. Far
too often when journalists tried to follow up promises, the result was silence. Only building on promises,
science communication has a quite anti-democratic aspect.

After leaving school, citizens are only fed with bits of scientific results, too often without relevance to their
real life, or without background and research environment, resulting in information overflow. This lead to a
decrease in science literacy ("Bildung") of European citizens. Although they acquire more information, this
information cannot be to moulded into knowledge and thus to literacy. In addition, the media were not able
to fill the gaps needed for knowledge based decisions in democratic societies. The failure of the media to
fully play their role in democratic societies seems, at least in part, to be the result of the globalisation of
capital and governmental support for the capitalisation of the media. Although the media have a democratic
function, they are increasingly forced to generate profits and returns of investment giving them less
possibilities to deliver in-depth knowledge.
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Promises, Promises ...

All problems of the world are now
– or soon will be –

solved by science and technology
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Role of the Media
in Democratic Societies

! Transporting information

! Delivering knowledge

! Distinguishing between right or wrong

! Critical compagnion, advocate of audience, 
mediator
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Pressures on Journalists from ...

Economy

Return on investment, advertisers

Copies, clicks, lookers, listeners

Sources of Information and Knowledge
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Pressures on Journalists from ...

Economy

Return on investment, advertisers

Copies, clicks, lookers, listeners

Sources of Information and Knowledge
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The Media have to Earn Money

The media are commercial enterprizes

Reducing costs ...
... means reducing personnel
... means less time for stories

The solution for many:
Press releases and media outlets
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Pressures on Journalists from ...

Economy

Return on investment, advertisers

Copies, clicks, lookers, listeners

Sources of Information and Knowledge
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Science Communication

Science institutes and institutions opened up

200 years ago: Real communication
Today: No communication at all

(back channel missing)

Promises instead of results
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Summing up ...

Citizens acquire bits and pieces of information
without backgrounds, frames and relevance

... may acquire specialised knowledge for a job
... acquire no literacy („Bildung“)

For knowledge acquisition probably no 
independend media needed

But do we want to stop there?
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Promise

The problems of the world will not be solved by
knowledge

Knowledge without literacy
is like

Information without knowledge
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Hanns-J. Neubert

hajo@eusja.org

Freelance Science Journalist & Consultant
www.sciencecom.eu

President of EUSJA
www.eusja.org

Chairman of the Board of TELI
www.teli.de

http://www.teli.de/
mailto:hajo@eusja.org
http://www.sciencecom.eu/
http://www.eusja.org/

